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“Yuan Hu Ji” and Similar Wares

Generally regarded as “Inferior goods” & “foreign exports” for the overseas market, the products of
Yuan Hu Ji have been criticized as being * vulgar, complex and clumsy” in the past, thus
neglected and forgotten over the years.

- Subjects include birds & animals that combine decorative & functional values with special
designs & brilliant glaze colours which are unique in other Shiwan wares.

- Characterized by bright & brilliant glaze with rich color variations, hence refreshing to
traditional connoisseurs & appealing to the aesthetic tastes of overseas collectors.

- "Yuan Hu Ji * was a famous workshop during late Qing Dynasty and early 20" century. Catering
to overseas demand, pieces with this unique design decorated with colourful glazes were also
produced by other workshops during the period.

- Like other Shiwan wares. Its products are secular, economical, wild & rustic in terms of artistic
expressions. By keeping the standard s of its “clay, glaze & fire” under perfect control, one
would not be difficult to find affordable & worth collecting pieces with unique styles & colours.
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Among the numerous categories of Shiwan wares, Yuan Hu Ji & similar
wares are the least known & well received, being labelled as “inferior
goods” & “foreign exports”.

However, interest in Yuan Hu Ji & similar wares had increased significantly
in the 215" century. The general public & collectors get impressed &
fascinated by its brilliant colors, distinctive presentation methods &
affordability. One good example is a recent symposium held in Foshan on
24th March 2021.

International Shiwan Ceramics Association (ISCA) is committed to promote
understanding & appreciation of Shiwan ware, which include Yuan Hu Ji &
the like. The present non-commercial Online Exhibition of Yuan Hu Ji &
similar wares is named “Dancing Glazes” to highlight the brilliant colour
palette of the pieces featured.

ISCA is grateful to fellow members, friends for their generous
support and provision of pictures of the 114 exhibits.



i B2 ¥ 52

DANCING GLAZES
Contents
=5 Exhibits
Figurines
é%\fj Birds & Animals
%IQEH Utensils
A& B, Biscuit & Glaze Colours
S, KIEHEE References, Friendly Links

BRI AR
Direct Entrance to Gallery




DISCLAIMER Disclaimer Accepted once you click on any link below

SR ' EO# AR PR, 2o 1% 5 2 1R

1)ISCA, under no circumstances, be liable for any damages or loss arising out of the
use of this application or web site. A< €778 i & BATAT [ A48 E AT sAHE %% 2)Informations

—_— —
) 413 W \‘lj cited in this web site under “fair use" are for research, educational and referance purposes
E * * 7 and for non-commerical use. K31 "fair use” % K RATETIE, 2, 2% KRR ik
3) If you feel the content of this web may have infringed your copy right, please email us. A
fter evaluation, we willmade necesaary adjustment. #1[#F a8 2448 B N 242 IC VR,

Eha (1) A\ Exhibits I. Figurines

- A total of 17 pieces are featured.
- Buddha & Immortals : Reclining Buddha, Maitreya

- HEEW 17 4. Buddha, Buddha Shakyamuni, Arhat, Zhong Kui, Li

- R - EEGE  TRLS0E - BRAE - RE - BE - b Tieguai, Lu Dongbin, etc. representing over half of the
FlEE exhibits.

- HEEmilE S DAL PEREAGED AL SR e AL EE R - Most of the figurines decorated with monochrome
2% JN \YiETE, /D BN BB R 2510 . glazes in peacock green or peacock blue applied to

- IR MR, B B Iy R R fath , I “floor file biscuit” in red are not commonly seen in birds &
4T 0 RFBAL, TSR IERISHE R Z ALY, animals as well as utensils.

- Due to fluidity of the colour glaze, very often drapery folds
or protruding parts will expose red biscuit & those areas
applied with thin glaze will emerge shade of glossy red.
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https://www.flickr.com/gp/165128169@N02/JS2hJ0
https://www.flickr.com/gp/165128169@N02/JS2hJ0
https://www.flickr.com/gp/165128169@N02/h694SY
https://www.flickr.com/gp/165128169@N02/h694SY
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A total of 76 pieces which include bird, duck, bat, frog, qilin
(kirin), elephant, dog, bear, monkey, ox, horse, cat, fish, dear,
lion, crab, phoenix & chicken.

Apart from display purpose, most product are functional for daily
use such as flower vase, hook, brush holder, stem plate & dish,
hanging vase, water dropper, flower pot, book end, ash tray &
water pot.

Some exhibits are clearly affected by Bauhaus design concepts
which attempted to unify the principles of mass production

with individual arfistic vision, striving to combine aesthetics with
every day functions. Typical examples include bird- shaped
hook, elephant-shaped book end & elephant-shaped ash tray.
Duck amidst lotus is the most commonly seen subject. Most
pieces are of similar design & body shape derived from similar or
same mould. By applying different polychrome glazes &

mixing & layering of colour glazes, each piece (pair) evolved
into unique creation with outstanding style & platelet of colours.
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https://www.flickr.com/gp/165128169@N02/678m72
https://www.flickr.com/gp/165128169@N02/678m72
https://www.flickr.com/gp/165128169@N02/1R206d
https://www.flickr.com/gp/165128169@N02/1R206d
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5 e RO - Atotal of 21 pieces which include narcissus pot, flower
- Ex ~ ~ Vg > Iz ~
7K§”m}j;§ Bi?K%;;Eﬁ Tt~ B > BREH vase, incense burner, Guanyin vase, water pot,
o N A AT S hanging vase, flower pot & ash tray
- “Z HE R AN =77
_ iﬁ%fﬂﬂfﬁ%%iﬁj S A - Most utensils were decorated with mixing & layering of
. REAEER GE AR colour glazes, hence the remark of being “complex’

- Narcissus pots are the most common form
- Among the exhibits, vase & flower pots with design of
“five poisons” are rarely seen
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https://www.flickr.com/gp/165128169@N02/WUWTR8
https://www.flickr.com/gp/165128169@N02/WUWTR8
https://www.flickr.com/gp/165128169@N02/K01b65
https://www.flickr.com/gp/165128169@N02/K01b65
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A& Biscuit

- KEMpEAIEC AR R AL PEREAE™ - Most “Yuan Hu Ji” and Similar wares have “floor tile
- b7 R Ba B A faT . biscuit” in red.

- R ] 38 5 it 0225 BH Fi - Some use greyish biscuit or other biscuit material.

- T T &K H EERE - Another layer of tfransparent glaze is commonly

applied to the exposed area.
- Biscuit is usually exposed under the coloured glaze.
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https://www.flickr.com/gp/165128169@N02/294915
https://www.flickr.com/gp/165128169@N02/294915
https://www.flickr.com/gp/165128169@N02/294915
https://www.flickr.com/gp/165128169@N02/294915
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Bim e RFtE (2) Exhibits Biscuit & Glaze Colours (2)

SEEMFE RhHE Decoration Methods or Glaze Treatments
1) B 1)  Monochrome Glazes
ST ) | B — T Single—-coloured glaze applied to entire surface of the biscuit
_ 2) Polychrome Glazes
2) ZEIERM - - Not more than three monochrome glazes or polychrome
FEEmAN RN EE EROSORTRR, BE N NE glazes will be applied to different parts of the piece.
wa =FfEFhE, bR T RS EEIGE Z FiEERRL, 240 EE . Transparent glaze applied on the exposed biscuit in reddish-
brown,
3) IREBE : .
i - . . B 3) Mixed Color Glazes Layering
VAN H R -— ol [ 3 . - .
[=— {?BB%?UEE*EE:iJT—E QXLXLKH@$$, feE - The biscuit is coated with one or more layers of color glazes.
MER, R AERINEERER . The fusion under different environment resulted in

unpredictable platelets effect.
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https://www.flickr.com/gp/165128169@N02/294915
https://www.flickr.com/gp/165128169@N02/294915
https://www.flickr.com/gp/165128169@N02/294915
https://www.flickr.com/gp/165128169@N02/294915
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http://www.shiwanart.com/Exhib/LMH-YWK.pdf
http://www.shiwanart.com/Exhib/DTYWK-C1.pdf
http://www.fsdfyx.com/News_info.asp?newsid=1220
http://www.fsdfyx.com/News_info.asp?newsid=1235
http://www.shiwanart.com/
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